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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

GENERAL SYSTEM OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT.

In the course of a debate in the House of Rep-
resentatives on Friday, the 6t1 instant, we find a
3 member reported to have avowed himself in favor
of river and harbor improvenents; but he «did

“ pot wish to be understood s the advocate of a |

~ general system of internal improvements, such as

“ would lead to an extravagan: expenditure of the

¢ public money, and to abuss which attended the |
“ system under the administration of John Quincy |
¢ Adams, but he was favorable to great national

¢ ¥mprovements, such as thosein relation to rivers

¢ and harbers.” ‘ -

Whether the honorable member spoke thus of |
the administration of Mr. Arams from personal |
recollection, from historical investigation, or from

, the reckless misrepresentations of the party press,
the revival of the imputation of extravagance to the
Administration of that virtuots statesman, at this |
late day, requires notice and refutation, Let us |
therefore go back a quarter of a century and see
what was the extent of that sysiem imputed to Mr.
ApaMs as s crime, compared with that of his
BUOCCEBSOT.

- For a clearer understanding of the subject, how-
ever, we will glance at what was done under the
predecessor of Mr. Apams. During the Presi-

dency of Mr. MoNROE the subject of internal im-
provement had occupied a large share of the atten-
tion of Congress, then decidedly Republican in its
polities. The majority was overwhelming at the

provemente of 'the seacosst. “ The question of constitu-
* tionality as well as the expediency of internal improve-
‘ ments by the General Government underwent a full dis-
¢ cussion in the Hoase, and the principle was deliberately
¢ sanctioned by majorities in both branches. A subserip-
¢ tion of one million of dollars was authorised to the stock
* of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company; a grant
* of public lands to aid the State of Ohio in making a ca-
‘pal from the Mismi river to Lake Erie; and four hun.
¢ dred thousand acres were granted te the State of Ala-
* bamas, to be applied to improvements by canal or other-
i wise on the Tennessee river. A bill was also introduced
tinto the Senate, and ultimately became n law, appro-
¢ priating $250,000 for constructing a breakwater in De-
+laware Bay. The construction of a military road in
* Maine was also suthorized, and #15,000 appropristed
¢ for the purpose.”

Here is the extent of Mr. ApaMs’s ¢ great sys-

tem of internal improvement,”” hold up lately in the
House of Representatives as something monstrous,
and tobe avoided as very alarming and gonsolidating !
Mr. Apays retired on the 34 of March, 1829,
after a reduction of the public debt by an amount
of over thirty millions of dollars. More than five
millions had been appropriated during his term to
solace the declining years of the surviving officers
of the Revolution, and 2 million and & half to ex-
tinguish Indian titles. The expenditures for the
support of the Government did not in hiz day
average thirteen millions annually !
Now comes the Administration of Presideng
JacksoN, during which it is contended by modern
orators the  great system of waconstitutionak ap-
propriations for internal improvement was broken
up.”

The twenty-first Congress assembled on the Tth De-
cember, 1829, The Republican or Democratic majority

first session of the 15th Congress, (1st December,
1817.) In the House a majority of fiftecn was
found in favor of appropriating the public funds
for cgpals and for military and post roads.

At the session of Decembar, 1819, ¢ the principle of in-
“ ternsl improvement by the General Government was
# sanctioned by an aot to authorize a survey of a route
* for a continuation of the Cumberland road from the Ohio
* river, opposite Wheeling, Virginia, through Ohio, In-
¢ disna, and Illinois, to the Mississippi, between St. Louis
“ and the mouth of the Illincis river, for which survey an
“dppropriation of ten thousand dollars was made.”

At the segsion of December, 1821, after Mr. Moxros's
re-clection, * three per cent. of the nett proceeds of the
< sales of the public lands in the States of Missouri, Mis-
“ sissippi, and Alabama, was directed to be puid to the
* said States, to be applied to the making of roads and
“ canals within the same.”

The 18th Congress was opened on the 1st of December,
1823. «The President was authorized to cause the ne-
“ cessary surveys, plans, and estimates to be made of the
* routes of such roads and canals as /e might deem of na-
“ tional importance, for which purpose the sum of thirty
4 thousand dollars was appropriated. The President,
* after mature deliberation, changed his former views on the
¢ subject of internal improvements by the General Gov-
* ernment, and gave this bill kis approval, which proved a
‘ MODEL AND PRECEDENT FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION ON THIS
* supseer.'”’ h

It has been truly remarked that * the administration
+ of Mr. Monroe, which closed on the 3d of March, 1825,
“ was eminently prosperous and advantageous to the
“ mation.”

Mr. JonN QuINCY ADAMS, in his Inaugural Ad-
_dress, (1825,) only spoke of proceeding “in the
great system of internal improvements within the
limits of the constitutional power of the Union.”
It will be seen, by the facts adduced, that *the
great system” was adopted in Mr. Monroe's last
term by the,great Republican party of the country,

‘| “as set forth in his message of that date.”

and had not only Ais acquiescence, but his positive
sanction.

In his first annual message Mr. Apaums says: © The
< appropriations made by Congress for public works, as
“ well in the construction of fortifications as for purposes
“of internal improvement, so far as they have been expend
“ ed, have been faithfully applied.” .

Speaking of the labors of the engineers, Mr. Apaus re-
marks : * They have completed the surveys necessary for
« ascertgining the practicability of a canal from the Che-
« sapeake bay 1o the Ohio river, and are preparing a full

“report on that subject. The same observation is to be
“ made with regard to the two other objects of great na-
“ tional importance upon which the board have been oc¢-
+cupied, namely, the accomplishment of a national road
“from this city 1o New Orleans, and the practicability of
< uniting the waters of Lake Mumphramagog with Con-
< peotiout river, and the improvement of the navigation
« of that river.” Again: * The acts of Congress of the
* last session relative to the surveying, marking, or lay-
«ing out roads in the Territories of Florida, Arkansas,
« and Michigan, from Missouri to Mezico, and for the con-
+ tinuation of the Cumberland road, are, some of them,
“ fully executed, and others in the process of execution.”

Let it not be forgotten that all these were autho-
rized by a Republican-Congress, of whick Mr.
Lownpes and Mr. TuCKER were prominent mem-
bers, and sanctioned by an Administration [Mr.
Monror's] of which Mr. CaLuous was an in-
fluential member.

Mr. Avaxe, in hisfourth and last annual message, says:
4 The report from the engineer department presents a
« comprehensive view of the progress which has been
« made in the great systems promotive of the public in-
4 terests commenced and orgunized under the autherity
“ of Congrese.”

After referring to fortifications as first of these, he
adds: “ The next of those cardinal measures of policy isthe
¢ preliminary to great and vast works of public improve-
“ ment, in the surveys of roads, examiunations for the
¢ gourse of canals, and labors for the removal of the ob-
 structions of rivers and harbors, first commenced by the

was decided.

*The question of internal improvements by the Gene-
‘ral Government was discussed during the first seszion
‘ of this Congress, when it appeared that the friendy of
¢ the system [recelleet, built up in Mr. Monroe's last term]
‘retained o majority in both Houses. Among the bills
¢ passed at this session was one authorizing a subserip-
‘ tion to the stock of the Maysville and Lexington Road
‘Company in Kentucky. It passed the House by a vcte
¢of 102 to 85, and the Senate 24 to 18. After retaining
‘the bill eight days, the President returned it to the
* House, on the 27th of May, 1830, with his objections,

Upon & trial in the House to pass the bill in spite of
the veto, the vote stood ninety-six to ninety-two, and the
measure failed for want of a two-thirds vote. ;
* On the 20th May, the House took up several bills re-
¢ lating to internal improvements which originated in the
‘ Senate, and notwithstanding the veto of the Maysville
‘ road bill, passed, by large majorities, three acts, viz:
¢ first, suthorizing a subscription to the Washington Turn-,
¢ pike Company ; dly, a subscription to the Louisville
¢ and Portland Canal Company ; and, thirdly, appropriat-
¢ ing money for lighthouses, improving harbors, directing
¢ surveys, &c. The first bill was vetoed, and returned to
¢ the Senate ; and, upon o vote to passit, notwithstanding
* the veto, it failed for want of a two-thirds vote—yeas
+ 21, nays 17.”

¢ The other bills were retained by the President until
¢ the next session. He had, however, sanctioned a bill
¢ for continuing the Cumberland road, and making other
¢ appropriations for roads and surveys, and another for
¢ the improvement of harbors and rivers, both of which
¢ were branches in the gencral system of improvement! The
‘ former bill he approved with a gualification, by referring
+ to o message sent to the House, together with the bill,
‘ wherein he declared that, as a section appropristing
¢ eight thousand dollars for the road from Detroit to Chi-
‘ eago might be construed to authorize the application of
¢ the appropriation to continue the road beyond the Terri-
¢ tory of Michigan, he desired to be understood as having
* approved the bill with the understanding that the road &
¢ not to ba extended beyond the limits of the sad Torritory.”

At the second session of the same Congress the subject
of internal improvement was again agitated. The Presi-
dent returned the two bills above mentioned as retained,
with his veto. Mr. Hempurny, of Pennsylvania, a friend
of the Administration, introduced & report adverse to the
President’s views, and this was followed up by several
bills for internal improvements. The first was one mak-
ing appropriations for the improvement of harbors and
removing obstrustions in rivers. "It passed the House by
a vote of 136 yeas to 53 nays, and the Senate by 38 to 6!
Demaoeratic bodies, be it remembered,

The President yielded his seruples to the force of pub-
lic opinion, and signed the bill. [This was the mode of
killing and resuscitating Mr. Adaws's great system!] He
no longer adhered to his constitutional scrupler, but gave
his askent, at this second session of the twenty-first Con-
gress, to & bill making large appropriations for carrying on
sertain roads and works of internal improvement, includ-
ing rivers, and providing for surveys!

The 221 Congress commenced on the 5th Dacember,
1831, and, notwithstanding Southern and Eastern opposi-
tion, & bill making appropriations for internal improve-
ments passed both Houses, and received the sanction of
President Jackson ! Itincluded provisions for the improve-
ment of certain rivers and harbors, the Cumberland and
other roads, surveys, &c. By this act, as amended in its
passage, various appropriations were made for works not
enumerated ; is having been extended by these amendments
to an amount exceeding one million two hundred thousand
dollars !

The other appropriations for internal improvement
were contained in & bill for the improvement of certain
harhors and rivers, which was not taken up in the House
until the 25th ofi May, 1632, Certain amendments were
then made; and on the 1st of June a motion of Mr.
Polk to strike out the enacting clause was lost—Yeas 72,
nays 101 ; and the bill was passed, 45 to 67.

In the Senate this bill was taken up on the 2d of July;
and, as we learn from the history of the times, excited
much discussion. In the course of the debate **Mr.
* Clay expressed his extreme surprise that the President,
* after putting his veto on the appropriations for works of
¢ such public utility as the Maysville und Rockville roads,

“ act of Congrese of J0th April, 1824, [One year and
two months before the commencement of Mr. Apams's

In the 19th Congress, commencing 5th of December,
1825, the disposition of Congress was favorable to objects
of internal improvement. * In addition to fifty thousand

« dollars appropristed for general surveys, specific appro- |

« priations were made for the survey of a canul route

« geross Florida, for sundry post roads, and for continu. [

< ing and repairing the Cumberland rond. One hundred
+ and fifty thousand dollars were authorized to be sub-
“ geribed on the part of the Governmesnt to the stock of
« the Dismal Bwamp Canal Company, and three-fifths of
« the five per cent, reserved from the proceeds of the pub.

4 Jic lands in Mississippi were given to that State for the |

* purposes of internal improvement. Appropriations were
“ also made for the survey of various harbors on the gea-
+ gonst, and for the deepening of their channels, as well
< aa to secure them from storms.” [ This, too, by a Con-
gress a majority of whom were opposed to Mr. Avaws.]

At the next session (December, 1526) an appropriation
of $30,000 was made for repairs on the Camberland road,
The sum of $30,000 was appropriated for improvisg the
nviplioh of the Ohio river. Grants of the public lands
were made to the States of lilincis and Indiana to aid
those States in making canals; also to the State of Ohio,
for the purpose of aiding in the construction of & road
from Columbus to Bandusky.

The twentieth Congress had a majority in opposition to
Mr. Apaxs, (December, 1827,) and a good deal of bitter.
mess prevailed. [Here, in passing, it may be remarked
that Mr. Ricaanp Ruen, Becretary of the Treasury, made
an elaborate report on the manufactures of the country,
and warmly recommended their encouragement and pro-
tection. ]

The twentieth Congress was liberal in appropriations
for internal communications by roads and canals and im-

* ghould have sanctioned the internal improvement bill,
| ¢ in which appropriations were made to a very large amount,
‘and which DIFFERED IR PRINCI'LE XOT ONE FARTIOLE
| * YROM THE ONE HE HAD REJECTED! What, said he, had
[ * Leen the course of the present Administration? They
‘ first held appropriations for certain ohjects of internal
‘improvement to be unconstitutional, and then sanctioned
tappropriations for other ohjects depending entirely upon
¢ the aame principles with those held to be unconstitu-
| “ tional; and the result hae been <o open an entire new fiold
| ¢ of internal tmprovement.! Favorite ohjects hal been con-
| ¢ sidered constitutional, while objects in States not so
| * muech cherished had been held to be local !

Mr. MiLren, of South Carolina, (Demoerat, ) said: ¢ We
* have just heard that the President has signed the inter-
* pal improvement bill, containing appropriations for the
tmost limited and local purposes. 1 hope we ghall never

| ¢ again be referred to the veto of the Maysville and Rock-
‘ ville ronds as @ security agamat this system. The Senate
‘ und House of Depresentatives and the Presidentall con-
‘eur ia this system.”

The barbor bill paseed both Houses, nnd was sent to the
President on the 13th July, 1822, three days before the
close of the session ; and, although it did not differ in prin-
ciple from the hill previously signed, the President retain-

, ed it until after the adjournment, thus giving it what is
ealled the pocket peto,
The second session of the 224 Congress commenced on
the 4th of December, 1832. Appropristions were made
| at this session for carrying on certain works before com-
| menced, and the improvement of harbors and rivers;
| also for the Cumberland road and for certain Territorial
| ronds.  Acts were also passed for improving the naviga-
| tion of certain rivers in Florida and Michigan. This was
the last year of Gen. Jackson's first term.

The 23d Congress commenced on the 2d December,

House. There was a small majority sgainst the President
in the Senate. .
Among the sots passed st this long session, and.h‘zn
the 30th of June, 1834, were the following: Msking sp-
propriations for certain harbors and rivers; for complet-
ing & road from Memphis to Little Rock, in Arkansas;
suthorizing eertain roads in Arkansas; eidiog roads in
Michigan ; continuing the Cumberland road ; and for the
improvement of the Hudson river, all of which received
the sanction of President Jackson, who has the credit, by
those who get their information from partisan traditions,
with ‘‘crushing the corrupt system of John Quiney
Adams !

At the second session, ending March 3, 1835, sppro-
priations were made for and surveys ; also for cer-
tain harbors and rivers; a8 usual, for the Cumber-
land road.

The first session of the 24th Congress commenced on
the 7th December, 1885, and among the most important
of the acts were those making appropriativns for certain
harbors and rivers, and for eontinuing the Cumberland
road. :

The second segsion commenced on the 5Hth December,
1850, snd ended on the 3d March, 1837, with Gen, Jack-
son’s term, Acts were passed making Jappropriations for
harbors, rivers, roads, and lighthouses.

To make the comparison, however, more striking
both to sight and sense, we will present the total
amount of expenditures for Internal Improvements
(including surveys) during the Administrations of
Mr. Adams and "Genersl Jackson. The sums are
taken from an official report made to the Senate, in
1848 :

Under Mr. Adams (4 years) - - £2310475
Under Gen. Jackson (8 years) - - 10,582,882
So it appears that under Mr. Apams's  extra-
vagant ” Admivistratiof in Asvor of the system
there was less than half as much @xpended
on Internal Improvemegts as there was under the
economical Administralion of General JacksoN
opposed to the system.

The impartisl reader has now an opportunity of
seeing how little of fairness there is among politi-
cians who ascribe either extravagance or corruption
to the Administration of Mr. John Quincy Adams
in reference to Internal Improvements, or any
thing else.

The Hon. RopMAN M. PRICE was installed as
Governor of New Jersey on Tuesday last, at Tren-
ton, in the presence of the Legislature and a large
number of citizens. The question of the eligibility
of Mr. Price for this office was ruled out of the Le-
islature on the ground that it was cognizable only
y the Supreme Court of the State. The poiut
made against his right tq the office was that he had
not been a resident of the State for the seven yéars
preceding ‘his election, as is required by the State
Constimtion. Within that time he had exercised
the privileges of a citizen of California, in havin
becn a m&mber of the Convention which framed the

Constitution of that State; and he was also a candi-
date for Cpngress and exercised the elective fran-
chise there, The Legislature of New Jersey is re-
quired to try and determine cases of contested elec-
tion to the Gubernatorial office, but in this case it
has decided that its jurisdiction is.corifined to con-
tests arising on elections and returns, and not to
contests touching the eligibility of a candidate. It
is not improbable that the question will be carried
into the gta.te Courts.

Charges were some time ago preferred against
Governor RamsEey, of Minnesota, and Mr. SiBLEY,
delegate from that Territory, of official misconduct
in the disbursement cof money to the Indians and
the traders, &ec. who had claims against them.

The charges were submitted for investigation to a
commission, consisting of Judge R. M. Youna and
Colonel GormaN. After an elaborate examination
of evidence, they have made a report exoncrating
these officers of all blame. One of the charges was
violation of the Bubtreasyry act. The facts on
which this charge was founded were as follows :
Gov. Ramsey was to pay six hundred thousand dol-
lars as the first instalment of Indian treaty purchase.
He had & draft on the New York Subtreasury for
this purpose. He could not carry it all in specie.
He took a hundred thousand dollars in specie, and
this sum filled two boxes, ¢ach requiring the strength
of four men to lift ; the balance in drafts upon the
Manhattan and Merchants’ Banks of New York and
the bills of those banks. ' This paper was worth a
premium of one and a half per cent. in the West,
and the persons to whom it was paid were glad to
get it in preference-to specie. There was no specu-
lation in the transaction and no- hazard to the
United States Treasury.— Corr. of the Jour. Com,

CoNGREsS AND THE DELIVERERS.—The heart of
every true man must rejoice at the disposition shown
in all quarters to do honor to the noble men who
aided in rescuing the sufferers on board the steamer
San Francisco. %ut. especially will every American
be glad.that the National Legislature of this coun-
try has promptly acted upon the same impulse of
gratitude, and taken the initiative steps toward ex-
pressing the national sense of the meritorious ac-
tions ogthc English captain of the Three Bells and
the American captains of the Kilby and Antarctic.
This was done, and done handsomely, in both
Houses of Congress, and we regret that the pres-
surc upon our columns prevents our giving the
speechos in full.—New York Commercial Adv,

NEBRASKA.
The following resolutions were introduced into
the Senate of Ohio on Thursday last, and ordered
to be printed :

Whereas it is understood that efforts are being made
to procure the passage of an actof Congress to organize
the Territory of Nebraska with such provisions as will
permit the existence of slavery therein ; snd whereas, in
the judgment of this General Assembly, the passage of
such an nct'would not only be inconsistent with the Con-
stitution of the United States and of the Declaration of
Independence, but would also be a manifest violation of
the Missouri Compromise : Therefore—

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of
Olio, That we solemnly protest sgainst the passage of
any act for the organization of the Territory of Nebras-
ka which shall not expressly exclude the institution of
human slavery from said Territory,

Resoived, That our Senators and Representatives in
Congress be requested to make every effort to prevent
the passage of such an act.

Reaolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit
a copy of the foregoing resolutions to each of our Sena-
tors and Representatives in Congress.

The people in the region of Cape Cod are moving to
bring before the Legislatare of Massachusetts the project
of n ship canal to connect Cape Cod Bay with Buzzard's
Bay. There is only about balf a mile of high land to cut
through. It would save a day's sail between New York
and Boston, and do away with the dangerous navigation
around the eape.

Jarax.—* Hunt's Merehanty’ Magazine” for January
opens with an article on Japun, * with reference to the
eommercial and political relations of that nation with the
rest of the world.”  The writer, Mr. W. J. A. Baaprorn,
gives an interesting summary of the principal facts re.
specting the Japauese to be found in the works of Charle-
voix, Siebold, Kwmpfer, MacFarlane, and other authors,
and comes to the conclusion that * the trade with Japan

Dutch factory found it rather a losing business, aud were
glad to give up the largest part of it to the Government.”

Trowmas H. Biukmay, of New York city, has recovered
s verdict of $6,400 agninst Davis & More, proprietors of
a line of stages, one of which was upset in Vernon, Wis-
consin, in 1850, by which sccident the plaintiff nearly
lest the use of his arm. The grisl was before the United
Stated court at Milwaukie, and the judge ruled that the
fact of the plaintiff having been maitreated by his physi-
cisn wasnot to be considered by the jury; because if the

| 1833, with s decided Administration majority in the

consh had not been tipped over Le would not have needed
! » physician, ;

does not promise great results.” He says that ' the,

MEETING OF THE COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

The Thirty-Sevénth Anniversary Meeting of the
Colonization Society took place last Tuesday evening
in Trinity Church.

Soon after 7 o’clock the meeting was called to
order by the President, Joun H. B. LATROBE,
Esq. He snnounced that the President of the
United States had been invited to be present, but
that & communication had been received from him stating

that important official business would deny him the
pleasure, :

Prayer was then offered up by the Rev. Dr. Baich,
when the Secretary of the Society read an abstract of the
Annual Report.

The opening paragraphs of the report pay a tribute of
respect to four of the Vice Presidents, Hon. Judge Bur-
xeT, Hon. Simox Greexixar, Rev. James Laveix, D.D.,
snd AxsoN G. PueLes, Esq.

The receipts of the Society for the past year were
$#82,454.25. The expenditures have been more : so that
the Bociety is now upwards of $20,000 in debt. The re-
port proceeds as follows :

We have sent 783 emigrants to Liberia during the year.
The most interesting part of them was & family sent by
Montgomery Bell, of Nashville, (Tenn.,) in the Gen, Pierce,
which sailed from Bavannah December 16th, consisting of
s man and his wife and thirty-six children and grand-
children. Mr. Bell gave them o good outfit, paid their
expenses to Savannah, and gave us $2,000 toward their
colonization. He has o large nminber more of whom he
wants to send in our next vessel, about 80, and he is will-
ing to give them a good outfit, pay their expenses to the
port of embarkation, and one-half the amount necessary
to transport them to Liberia and support them there six
months. And we sre looking out for some generous
friend to give us $2,400 to pay the other half; so that
this interesting company can sail in one vessel April 1st.
They are the ‘‘ironmen” of Tennessee. Gen. Bell has
long been known as one of the largest manufagturers of
iron, and his slaves n his only workmen. Th
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:?. Thomas Scott, the patrisrch of the family, who eail-
in the Gen. Pierce, helped to make the cannon balls
which were fired from behind the cotton bales at the bat-
tle of New Orleans, and he is yet & man of grest activity
and enbrgy of charncter,

If we are not entircly mistaken in our calculations, this
family of Mr. Bell's will be an element in Liberia’s his-
tory and operations of the most valuable character; for
iron ore is found there in great abundance and of remark-
able purity. g
The history of Liberia the past year has been such as
should encournge us to press forward in the work. Peace
with the patives has prevailed ; schools have been multi-
plied ; the churches have been blessed ; the great luw of
progress is manifest. Liberia now is not exactly what it
was at any period you may select in its past history.
The commeérce of Liberia has been increasing. The
faot has been clearly demonstrated that this young Re-
ublic, weak and feeble though it now is, will hereafter
irect and control to & vast extent the commerce of the
western const of Africa. The rich products of that im-
mense tract of eountry lying interior of Liberia will find
their way out through Aer ports; and as the natives rise
in the seale of heing, and begin to appreciate the blessings
and feel the wants conse t on eivilization, they will,
through some channel, obtain the ucts and manu-
factures of other countries, So that it is quite evident

g that, whatever the foreign commerce of Western Africa

may be, Liberia will control it. Her position on the
coast, and her relations with foreign nations, necessarily
confer upon her this asdvantage. Her independence
having been formally, honorably acknowledged by five of
the leading Governments of the world—England, France,
Prussia, Belgium, and Brozil—she is fairly entitled to
form treaties and establish international relations which
shall regulate the trade between her vast interior and the
markets of the world.

Already has this opening field for commercial enter-
prise attracted the attention of other nations. The regu-
lar merchantmen engnged in that trade being insuffi-
cient to its demands, a line of steamers under contract
with her Majesty’s Government has been established, and
runs once s month from London, touching at Liberia.
Four powerful steamers, of nine hundred to one thousand
tons each, are on the line—the Forerunner, Faith, Hope,
ond Charity—names appropriate and significant. Ano-
ther line from Liverpool has just been started. So that
now Liberia has a steamer from England twice a month.
Capt. Rudd, U. 8 N,, in a letter just received from him
on board the frigate Constitation, off Monrovia, says:
“I enclose you a paper giving the route of the English
steamers on this const. They are doing a first-rate business,
running full of freight both waye, and of courre cutting up our
trade very much, and I believe in two years they will get all
of it. Steam is the only thing on this const.”

The English Government, with a wise reference to the
extension of her commerce on that const, admits eam-
wood, palm oil, and its other great staple products free of
duty. Consequently the English trader can always give
o higher price for these articles than the Americans can.

The Liberian can order by the British steamers what-
ever goods lie wants from London or Liverpool, and have
them in his store in six or eight weeks after the erder is is-
sued ; while to obtain the like goods from an American
port requires at least the same number of months.

Under these circumstances it is not to be wondered at
that British commerce is inoreasing on that coast with
unexampled rapidity, and that American commerce has to
strugglelhard even to maintain its present limited existence

England may be bold, she may be grasping in her
efforts to spread her commerce sbroad over the face of
the whole earth. Who can blame her? Is it not well
that she should extend civilized customs of trade and
christian commerce along that coast ofice covered with
barbarous traffic in human blood? There is a tremen-
dous moral power in commerce which tends to civilize
the barbarous. Liberis has on her hands in this respect
a work so mighty as to demand all possible encourage-
ment and assistance from other nations. For many years
she struggled for a mere existence, without the power or
means to ngu!lte commerce. Atlength, but tremblingly,
she declared herself to be, and actually became, an inde-
pendent nation. England nobly came forward with the
courtesies of recognition, and welcomed Liberia to the
family of nations. France soon followed; then Prussia,
Belgium, and Brazil. England and France have, from
time to time, complimented her in the most marked and
distinguished manner,

yet the harbors and ports of Liberia are open
alike to British steamers, French merchantmen, and
American traders. Her camwood, palm-oil, coffee, and
her spices, and all the rich productions of her sunny
clime she is ready to exchange for the manufactures of
all other nations on egual terms. Thus far Liberin has
shown no favoritism, has exercised no selfish partiality.
Her treaties of commerce with England and France give
them no advantage whatever over the United States of
America. In sll the commerolal relations into which
she has entered thus far she has kept the field wide open
to all, giving peculiar advantages to nome. This surely
is all that could be asked, all that any body had a right
to expect. But now suppose that those nations which
have acknowlédged her independ should endeavor to
obtain for themselves the privilege of introducing their
manufactures free of dufy and the exclusive right to trade
in eamwood and palm-oil, who else could complain? If
any other Governments have neglected to im!:ruu the
opportunities which her exist has presented to them,
is there not ground to nprn.hend that they may be ulti-
mately deprived of them *

Liberin is in a certain sense the United States. By
private benevolence means were provided among our citi-
2ens to tuke from our country those who had neither social
nor political relations, transport them to the land of their
fathers, plant and nurture them there until they should
develop nerve and skill enough to perform all the func-
tions of self-government in & manner adequate to their
necessities and creditable among the nations. And there
Liberia stands, and has stood for the last six years, afree
and independent nation—a bright gem set upon thedark
ground of a vast continent, with some two hundred thon-
sand citizens, exerting an undisputed dominion over some
seven hundred miles of sen coast, extending some con-
siderable distance interior, under a republican form of
government, with a written constitution similar in many
respects to our own ; the first and the only free Govern-
ment on the continent of Africa.

Thus situated, she asks, with all dignity and respect, &
recoguition from the United States Government. She
acknowledges with gratitude her obligations to the benc-
volencé of our citizens which has helped to make her what
sho is. She is ready to extend to us all the advantages
of trade which she can legally bestow,

Not ns» mere matter of form or self-gratulation does
she ask to be recognised. The moral effect of such s re-
cognition would be of vast advantage to her in all her
commercial and national relations. It would also, more
than any thing else, operate upon the free colored people
in our country, and induce them to seek there & home and
nationality for themselves and their children. Then
would Liberia gain newjstrength of head and heart, which
would enable her nobly to stride forward in the career of
splendid nchievement to which she is consecrated.

The t resources of the Society are emtirely in-
adequate to the work on hand. The time hasnow arrived
when enlarged improvements must be made in Liberia,
The increasiog numbers who desire to emigrate demand
enlarged facilities of transportation. Why, then, should
not one vigorous effort be made to place in the control of
the Bociety o first-class steamer, capable of carrying both

| steam lines, so that there was a semi-monthly connexion

freight and emigrants, and
ear! Can such s :'.u be g""
t can.
The first line of British steamers was to
by th:h. English Goverument giving Mn?hdms‘h:

Let the United States Government give this Society a
mail contract on the same generous terms allowed to
other steamships, and then smong the liberal friends of
colonization we can raise the money to build and equip &
steamer.

Private enterprise seems inadequate to the undertaking
without some aid from Government. The same
was true in establishing the lines of steamers that are
slready afloat and spreading the glory of the country over
every #es.

If this same assistance is to be granted to any body to
enable them to open steam communication with Afriea,
it seems but right and fair that it be to this Society in
preference to any private individual or i.nnorz;:nud
company. It haslabored hard and long to found Liberia,
to sow the seeds of commerce, to open new sources of
wealth to our citizens, new fields for the extension of our
trade, and new markets for the sale of our manufactures.
Surely, then, it is entitled to any collateral advantages
which it may be in the power of our Government to be-
stow, while prosecuting her own legitimate enterprises
in that direction.

Mr, Larroes addressed the Society for considerably
more than an hour, in which he gave a very satisfactory
sccount of the prospects of the Society, alluding to many
of the interesting points and epochs in its history,. and
strongly urging measures for the extension of its powers
to effect the momentous objects of its organization. Mr.
Latrobe said that he joined the Society twenty-eight years
ago, and from time to time had used his influence to mul-
tiply settlements in Afriea for the colonization there of
the free colored people of the United Btates. The po:
tion he now held—one that had been filled by Mr. Cray,
whose sickness gave a pubstitute in Mr. Wesster two
years ago—was one more elevated than he could have
ever hoped to attain; for than the honor of the Presi-
dentship of the African Colonization Society politics bad
uone more important or dignified. The cause is not now
what it once Was, o WOrk of pansutoropy—it nad become
» political necessity. In 1848 the Society sent 129 emi-
grants to Liberia; and each succeeding year the numbers
have been respectively 422, 507, 670, 666, and last year
788. The things mow especially demanded for Liberia
are, first, its recognitien by our Government ; secondly,
that our Government should furnish it a mail service by
steamships ;sand, thirdly, authorize a scientific explora-
tion of its interior.

Mr. Larnosr dwelt long and powerfully on the vigor
and wisdom digplayed by England in cultivating trade
with Liberia, so much in contrast with our own Govern-
ment. From Liverpool and Plymouth there were regular

of making
established?! We ve

between England and Liberia.

The Colonization Society is silent upon the whole sub-
jeot of slavery. However various the motives that might
urge different sections, States, or individuals to yield aid
to the Bociety, all were looked upon with an equal eye,
its only sim being to supply from our country s popula-
tion to Liberia.

The Hon. Judge WAYxE, of the Supreme Court, then
addressed the Society. Many prejudices, he said, had to
be met and overcome in pursuing the weighty and im-
portant objects of the Society. Congress should act, and
he had no doubt about its constitutional power so to do.
Judge WAYSE gave & succinct but highly interesting
account of the action of the Government of the United
States, from its very inception, on the subject of slavery,
avoiding every thing partisan in his statement. By the
Confederation the existence of slavery was distinotly. re-
cognised. On the acquisition of the Northwestern Terri-
tory the subject came up, and there were two stipula-
tions in regard to it in the ordinamee of 1787. These
were, on the one hand, that slavery should not exist in
the Northwest Territory, and, on the other, that slaves
fugitive from the States where elavery prevailed should
be restored fo their owners. It was from this latter sti-
pulation that the similar provision in the Constitution
had its origin. The Judge traced the several subse-
quent acts of Congress on the gide of humanity; ns, the
putting o stop to the slave trade by our people, confining
it to the domestic trade among the States, and declaring
its prosecution abroad piracy. He also alluded to the
joint humane action of England and the United States af-
ter the war of 1812, ;

In the opinion of Judge WayNe the Government is en-
tirely competent, under the constitution, to colonize free
negroes in any colony that is its own. Liberin occupies
but seven hundred miles of coast, and there are three
thousand more open to purchase and colonisation if we
choose. He quoted Mr. Jefferson’s opinion us altogether
favorable to the power of Congress in this behalf. Whilst
Mr. Jefferson was President he looked to Congress for aid
in the matter, and actually applied to England and to
Portagal to acquire territory in Africs, but failed in both
cases. Mr. Madison held the same views, and it was Mr.
Monroe who had elicited those declarations from Mr, Jef-
ferson. Twelve States of the Union out of eighteen had
expressed their legislative concurrence in the same policy,
and Virginia bad done this twice, with an interval of fif-
teen years betweern the two acts.

The only real question, then, was, can the Government
colonite blacke ns well as whites? Judge Wavwk knew
of nothing to prevent it, and believed the power perfectly
constitutional. Ever since the Government began it has
been colonizing Indians, notout of but in the United States.
There must then be power to do this. He referred in
complimentary terms to the late report of Commissioner
Manyrexyy, of the Indian Bureau, as furnishing an ar-
gument quite to the purpose.

Judge Warxx said he had not pretended more than to
give o few leading hints to be followed by his hearers on
this branch of the subject.

The Judge had not concluded his remarks at 10 o'clock,
when our Reporter left the church.

——

TO0 THE EDITORS.

CovowtzaTrox Roous,
Wasuingrox, Janvary 18, 1854,

GesriEyMEx: I oannot refrain from giving expression
to the emotions of pleasure I feel in view of an act of no-
ble gonerosity in one of the friends and patrons of colo-
nization.
In the abstract of the annual report which I read at the
saniversary last night I stated that we were looking for
some liberal friend who would give us $2,400 to enable
us to send eighty of the people of MoNTGoMERY Brvr,
Esq., of Nashville, Tennessee, to Liberia in our next ves-
sel, ke being willing to give them a good outfit and pay
their expenses to the port of embarkation, and also to pay
one-half (say $2,400) the expenses of their transporta-
tion to and support six months in Liberis. I have this
morning received a note from o distinguished gentleman,
who was present last night and heard the report, saying
that he will take pleasure in giving the $2,400 for that
purpose. My heart is full of thanks and gratitade for
this noble and prompt reply; and I can imagine how it
will rejoice the good heart of Mr, B to hear of this
generous gift, and of the nssarance that we will take his
people in our next vessel, to sail from New Orleans
about April 1. Yours, with true regard,
W. MeLAIN,
Seeretary American Colonization Society.
There are about one hundred steamers lying side by
side nt the Cincinnati levees, some frozen in by the ice
and others aground. Cargoes are taken on board, so
that the shipper may get a bill of lading and the advances
upon it. The cargoes are insured when put on board.
Two things endanger these vessels and their freight.
Fire breaking out in one would be likely to sweep the
whole, and on the breaking up of the ice by high water
they are in danger of being sunk, as numbers were two
years ago.
The number of studentsin attendance upon the leotures
at the four Medical Colleges in Philadelphia is between
thirteen and fourteen hundred, viz: 620at the Jefferson,
about 500 at the University, and about 200 at the other
two Colleges—the Pennsylvania.and the Philadelphia,
The suit t the city of Philadelphia
on .mmhmn;’of Hart's bu?ldin fo{a ‘:h‘?:tln-
ter of 1862, on ncoount of frozen fire-plugs, has terminat-

ed in o verdict for the city.

B85 | ness to embark

WRECK OF THE S8AN FRANCISCO.

The New York papers of Saturday are occupied
with extensive accounts of the terrible series of
disasters whieh lately befel the steamer San Fras-
¢isco, ending in the wreck and total loss of that ship,
the leading particulars of which were published in
our paper on Saturday. §

The tale of this disaster (the New York Courier re-

thing | marks) might have been more tragieal, but it could hardly

have been more sorrowful. From the 24th of December
to the 8d of Jsnuary she was the prey of the winds and
the waves, each struggling with the other for entire
session of her. Buch a lolyday week as that which pase-
ed on board that wretched vessel has, thank Heaven,
rarely been recorded. What irony must have seemed to
lurk in the wishes for o merry Christmas, if any were
uttered there ; and a week after what mockery in those
for » happy New Year! The fatal day was the former.
Christmas day saw one hundred and fifty men and more
hurried into eternity at one fell swoop, before the eyes of
four hundred others who did not know which of them
would the next moment share the fate of their compan~
ions, The memory of this-dreadful sight must have add-
ed tenfold horrors to the protracted miseries of the sue-
ceeding week. That shock, added to the wofu! conscious-
ness of utter helplessness which mast have pervaded the
still thronged vessel, was enough to unnerye the stoutest
heart; arnd, amid our pity for the human Souls who were
80 sorely tried, we feel admiration which almost ap-
proaches envy for the quiet, enduring, bopeful fortitude
with which they scem to have met and struggled with
their fate. :

Two of the saddest features of the story are the com~
tinual inronds which death was making upon their num-
bers, and the hopes which were raised again and again
by the appearance of vessels. promising wid, only te be
-i‘.’.""-”’" again by their dissppearance in the p

wet blankets in a oabin, famished

snd pinched with cold; men, women, and ciildren
daily dying by the secore; and in the midst of all this
misery, vessel after vessel hove in sight, spoke a few en-
couraging words, and was borne away on the relentless
wings of*the very blast which was burrying the fated ves-
sel to its doom. One ship, herself short of provisions,
found timeé and opportunity to pick up some of those
which the Ban Francisco cast away, and thus profited by
the calamity which she could do nothing to alleviate ; one
promised help which her officers found it impossi-
ble to give consistently with their own safety; one ren-
dered partial assistance, for which her commander de-
serves the hearty thunks which will be offered him by hun-
dreds of grateful relativesand friends ; but two, one of them
Lerself in distress, stood by the sinking steamer nobly to
the last, and by their generous daring and constancy have
made the nation their debtor.

Captain WaTKINS appears to the greatest ndvantage in
all accounts of the sorely trying ‘circumstances in which
he waos placed. The heavy responsibility under whick he
labored, instead of overwhelming or over-exciting him,
seems to have stimulated his exertions, kept his judg-
ment clear, and his will inflexible. All possible means of
relief and precaution seem to have been adopted, and
with as much sugcess as could be hoped for under the
circumstances; but we must not forget to award due
honor to the fortitude and subordination which were ex-
hibited by all on board the vessel, and which must have
done much to lighten the beavy task of her unfortunate
but brave and clear-headed commander.

The loss of the S8an Francisco tesches by bitter means
& useful lesson ; and that is, that no steamer with guards
should ever sail upon the Atlantic. The fate of two or
three steamboats of lighter build has foreshadowed this
great ualamfty ; and it is but too plain that the very ad-
ditional strength of the guards of the San Francisco,
which her builders supposed would ensure her safety,
was the direct causc of the sad catastrophe which we re-
cord this morning. Indeed it is plain that just in pro-
portion to the strength with which the guards of a steamer
are fastened into her hull is their power to rend her to
pieces In a storm. They become huge levers for the
waves, whose every heave racks the véssel to her centre.
If 1his lesson be not thrown away upon our ship owners
and constructors, the loss of the San Francisco, sad as it
is, will not be all in vain.

LOG OF THE SAN FRANCISCO.

At § A. M. Thursday morning, December 22, ship left
anchorage off Quarantine, with light breeze from south-
west and clear weather, and discharged pilot; hove log,
sh? making 7} knots per hour. During the night wind
and weather much the same.

Dec. 24, (ma time.)—Moderate breezes from the west,
and cloudy weather ; ‘employed in bending studding sails
for making all sail, At about 6 P. M. wind died AWRY
to light baffling aws, The weather looking very threaten-
ing, furled all sail, ship going 8} knots. At 9P, M.
wind came out suddely and with tremendous force from
the northwest, causitg henvy sea. At 10 P. M. ship
broached to ; set fore spencer and fore staysail, when she
again fell off before it; st foresail, and gave the engineer
orders to give her all the steam he thought prudent ; ship
went along 10 knots until 11 P. M., when she again
broached to in a tremendous wea, and all endesvors to get
her off were unavailing ; blew wway forestaysail ; hauled
up the foresail.

At about 12 M. blew away {orespencer and fore:
sail from the lee yardarm; put x lashing en the head
of the spanker to haul out the clew ; &iip labored heavily; |
ordered the troopsforward, excepting hiose whoconld lay  \

about the floor of the upper saloon. this time the
ship labored very heavily, laying in t of the
sea, every sea striking her tremendous blove, engine
stopped, the end of the air-pump off,
and the air pump buckets aonuqnan’l:z" ; At this
time the spanker blew away, luving 0 phip wtirely at
the mercy of the wind and waves. She was maxing con-
siderable water. Steam pumps were kept running, and

hand pumps manned; but, the water g g, the troo

were organized in bailing gangs, to pass up water throy %:

the engine room. At 7 A. M. the foremost went over

!ide:i wik&h all attached, breaking about six feet above up-
2CK.

At 9 A. M. shipped a heavy sea amid-ships, which

stripped starboard paddle-box, carried away starboard
after-king both smoke-stacks, all the upper saloon,
staving half the quarter deck through, and washing over-
board o large number of soldiers, Col. Wa: ton, Major
Taylor and wife, Capt. Field, and two ladies, (names un-
known, ) three civilians, (unknown,) sll of whom were in
the saloon, the soldiers having been admitted to the sa-
loon, owing to the severity -of the weather. A waiter
named Brooks and the barber, also & yo man named
Ducket, the carpenter’s brother, were killed by the crash.
Up to this time the water had been kept under; but this
ses raised the water in the ship so much that the soldiers
almost gave up in despair, and it was only by the t-
est exertions the ship was kept afloat. A rgor soldiers
was set apart to hold blankets round the shaft to prevent
the flowing in of water., Made an attemptto cut awey the
mizen mast, but the ship labored so heavily it was nut
aocomplished.
Buspay, Decemner 25, (sea time.)—Heavy gale and
sea continue from northwest; ship laboring heavily ; all
hands engaged pumping and bailing: night more moder-
ate, and we got the water down so that the engineers
went to work with the air-pump; still at work heaving
overboard provisions and coal to lighten the ship. About
noon spokg brig Napoleon, of Portland, who premised to
lay by us; latter purt of the day more moderate.

Decemper 26.—Gale continued fresh from the morth-
west and a high sean. Engineers at work at the air- .
soldiers bailing and pumping and lightening the J:m fn
the morning the Napoleon was not to be seen by us; lat-
ter part more moderate; employed in clearing wreck of
quarter-deck, and about noon spoke brig Maris, of Liver-
pool, who promised to lay by us.

Dec. 27.—Continued with a strong gale from north- l
west and heavy sea; employed in clesring the wreck,
pumping, bailing, and lilguning ship; night much the °
same, and in the morning nothing was to be seen of the
Maria, At 10 o’clock A, M. we started the en-
gine; it worked about ten minutes, when the bucket of
the air-pump, which the engineer had endeavored to mend, |
again gave out, and, in bending the storm mizzen sail, |
lost & seaman overboard, named Alexander, and ag night
closed in saw a barque hove to to windward,

Dec. 28,—Commenced with o continued strong
from northwest and heavy sea; Spoke the barque
of Boston, who promised to lay by us. During the |
more moderate, and in the morning the barque still in |
sight, but a long way to windward of us; latter part of |
the day quite moderate; employed in getting in readi-
At this time, Johnson, one
of the head waiters, of diarrhes.

Dxc. 20.—Weather continued moderate and

|
L)

son going down quite fast; the barque semt s




